STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AN, PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS |
: "HEALTH

Sofe and Healthy Lives in Safé and. Healthy Comrasunifieé

Roard of Medical Licensure and Diseiphnc |
-In the Moatter of Taranath --Shetty,' MD..
 Summary Suspension
This matter came to the attention of the Depaﬂm ant of F‘ealth, Medical .
Board of Licensure and Dlsuphne through a COHlpiall"i” nicd by thaf: Rhode Isiand

- State Police as part of an investigation into an allegation that a patient was -
sexually abused by ho R sspondent bclgmmng when s}w was dp;proxamdtoiy }3 ‘

- years of age, and continuing for approximately. ten years. The patient went :to; the
Respanderzt’s‘ofﬁce; foran evaluation followin g an episodé of syncope with a
question of seizures. The Respond entiéerformzed a neurolésgisa?, e;‘.ﬁ{am'ina.tio.n.i.

The Respondent requested that the patient take off her shirt and bra; at that point
* the Respondent staﬁ.:ed"jtcs tgnch her bréést-:ixr a:‘manner wh:ich;wasl"without médical.:

justification. “The Respondent again saw the patient following her adurission to -

Rhode Island Hospital During his visit, he pniled his. chair to her bed and started ... ...

touching her brﬁaut Somei:lme ?hereafter the: R.e:;panaem appmached he' pahem A R

and her mother and asked whether or the not the patient wanted to start workingat

his office on Saturdays.. On Saturdays while she was working zlone with the
doctor the Respordent began a pattern of providing vodka and soda for the patient
* and would kiss her on the mouth and the bfeasz; have her remove all of her clothes
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and they would lay on the e:s{émining taﬁie. ;Thiis was revealed to oﬁe ofthe
patient’s friends comtgmﬁora%mously with the events, Lafer,; while the patient’s
_parents were on.a cruise and the R.espmndenf%s wife and daughters were in Tndia . ..
the patient was asiﬁ:e;i to move some bo:;ces to his horme on i%lackstone Blvd. As |
they neared his house he asked her to sit on the front floor of his car sono ope
~would see her, Tli_{;:y haj;d been dxinking vé,dka and cola. When they got to the ”
bedroom in his house he asked her o get ﬁnc@ress'eﬁ'." The .i)aéient took ail of her
clothes off. Respéndei}.t penetrated her vaginal area with his fingers and penis.
This activity was fepeéﬁ:ed Vthe- fo}io-wing Qeek. D - o
- At a certain point the Respondent stoppad charging the parents for her
office visits. Shé later stopped workinng@f the Réspon&cnf: and saw him
periodically for examirations untii .Shﬁ was approximately 23 _Eyears old. She Was
.married at age 20,. When she was pregnan.% with her. ﬁrst..chihi the :R_es;qondan't
confinued to kiss her 01-1 tﬁ%:xe: mouth duﬁng @f}ié@ visits. Sui}séﬁtlenﬂy, the paﬁen‘i
- had numerous hospitalizations in which the natare of the incidents regarding Dr.
- Shetty were revealed to other physiciaﬁs. Thié,:is ‘:weliadwc{tméntcid n i:.hevpa.fientf’- s

medical records noted By othiér physicians in the ensuing years Jeading to her

eventual suicide on December 21, 1999,

Upeon receipt of the complaint the Board in collaboration with the-state.

police undertook z confidential iﬁV"e"stigaftion'Of’thé’Rés'p{)ndenfé past and présent T
medical practice.i On Méy 26™ and May; 3 1%‘1 2000 the Board took a sworn
statement from three new victims who were molested by the respondent in his

- office; On June 13™,:2600 a 20 yvear old-office staff worker gave the Department: -



of Health a sworn staiem:e&nt s;,ﬂeging tha£ thé Respondent tc:ucﬁéd her breast with
his finger in June of l:999. "E‘ihose statenz_entié were turned over to the Rhode St%te
‘Police and the Department of the Attornsy ‘General. - The:Board then 'subp’oena;éd: b
the Respondent to a deposition ragardiﬁ.g these aliegaﬁons.: Irmmediately prim? o .
the deposition counsel for the Respondent indicated the Respondent’s desiré to
_surrender his mcfhcai hcens, without condztzon pending agreement of a con:.ent
order between the partics. The deadline for this dgréeriient was fune: 27, &OOO In
the interim the Regpoﬁden{ was arrested and sharged with four counts of 2%

degree sexual assault .one c;csurﬁ' =2‘“5’==dégre«; child fﬁéiléus;étionf Subc;equemtc this

to the State Paiicé. Th&, Respondentinm{r refuses to si gﬁ a consent agreement m :
which his license is :sur;‘endered. in additi(f)ﬁ to his Rhode Isiaénd License, ’zhe:
-Respondent aiso holds a license (o practicefi\dediqim in the state of |

Massachusetts, License # 57055. .

. ORDER

After considering the recommendations of the Investigating Cornmitiee along .~~~

with depositions of compiaining witness, and others; I-find that the continuation m. ... ...

the practice of medicine of Taranath Shetty M.ID.-would constitute ai immediate = 777707

danger to the public, Accordmcrly, license mumber MD 04498 issued to Taranath .

Shetty, MLID. is hereby suspended untn ﬁmhm‘ Orger of the Boaﬂl of Medlcai



Licensure and Discipline. The Respondent is entitled to & hearing pursuart to .

RIG.L. 5-37-8 with.in 10 days__ thhe effective dgﬁg __%j_ta_lpw.

1o ,
atricia A. Nslan MD M
Director of Health -

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that a copy of this ORDER was sentemaid delivery to David|
Carroll, Esquire, Roberts, Carroll, Feldstein and Pierce, Ten Weybosset Street,
Providernce, RI 92903; and Robert Mann, 501 Turks Head Plsce FProvidence; RI
02903 on this 27" - day of June2000.
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